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FINAL SETTLEMENTS, 
A a i a ates brs Seite 


SHIPPING FURS. 
Teens eases tome Ae 
HREWSBURY.- it _ February 26, 1788. 
“MOSES IWHITE, 
he Publick, and his Friends in particular, 


CQUAINTS:the P 
A that he has removed from STON to RUTLAND, to the Houfé and 
Store formerly Col. MURRAY ’s, near the Meeting Houfe, where he has for 


Englifh and Weftindia GOODS, Crockery 
and Tin WARES, &c. &c. 


Which he is determined to fell upon as reafonable terms as they can be bought in 
Worcefler, or elfewhere. 















Store. utland, Feb. » 1788, 


Lift of LetteMBremaining in the Poftofice, Worcefter, February 27, 1788, 


OTHAM Buhh, Boylfton.—David Bennct, Barry.-George Bruce, Leicefter.—Timothy 
Bigelow, jun. Worcefter.—-Capt. Thomas Cufhing, Brookfield, 2.—Daniel Clap, Bigg 
Worcefter.—-Reuben Curtis, Southborough.—-Rev. Jordon D Sturbridge.—Benjamin 
Glezin, Sturbridge.—William Greenleaf, Worcefter.-—-Thomas ohnfon, orcetter.—Jo- 
feph Goldchwait, Northbridge. John Hinckley and Co. Leicefter.—Simeon Jenks, Great. 
barrington.—Lieut. James Lamber, Chariton.—Capt. Jofeph. Livermore, Spencer.—Brigs 
Gen. Fimoth Neweil, Sturbridge.—Lieut. David Poor inchendon.—Jacob Perki 
Sturbcidge-Major David Parks, Leicefter.—Capt. William Parks, Br \d.——Sam 
Richarc fon, Leicefter—Abel Stowell, Worcehter.—Snow and Whittemore, Leiceftcr.—Ja- 
cob Salifbury, Hardwick.—Hon. Amos Singletary, Efg; Sutton.—Sprague and ie 
Leicester. lvin Stone, Marlborough..James Prowbridge, Worcefter.—Eli Whitney, 
Paxton.—Ward and Willard, Lancafter. 


DANIEL WALDO and SON, 


Have imported, from London, Briftol, and Holland, by the laft veffels, 
fer Sale, at their Store, 
Cppofie the PRISON in WORCESTER, 
Upon as good Terms as they are foldin BOSTON, or elfewhere, —_- 

EWTER of all forts, Brafs Kettles and Skillets, 
Window Glafs, Englifh and German Steel; Nails, Tacks, and 
Brads ; Wool and Cotton Card Wire, “Tin Plates; Joiners’, Carpen- 
ters’ and Shoemakers’ Tools; Locks, Latches, Bolts, and Hinges, 
All Kinds of Saddlers’ Ware, beautiful enamelled Clock and Wateh 
Faces, all kinds of Clock and Watchmakers’ Tools, Biack{miths’ Anvils 
and Vices, Holfter Piftols, Iron Shovels and Spades, with a complete AG 








fortment of 


Braziery and Cutlery WARES. 
Alfo, Broadcloths, Baizes, Coatings, Velvets, Corduroys, 


Fuftians, Jeans, Shalloons, Calamiancoes, Tammies, Calicoes, Linens, Cam= - 


bleteens, Thread and Worfted Stockings, Modes, Sattins, Ribbons, Gatzes, 
Shawls ; Linen, Cotton, and Sitk Handkerchiefs, with many other articles, 
too many to be enumerated in an Advertifement. 
Likewife, Weftindia and Newengland Rum, Brandy; 
Sherry, Teneriffe and Malaga Wines; Loaf and Brown Sugar, Bohea and 
Green Tea, Coffee, Chocolate, Pepper, Ginger, Allfpice, French and i 
ith Indigo, Gunpowd&, Fine Salt, BarJron, Candles, Writing Paper, 
ten Wool, Tia Ware, Kc. &e, &e, 7 
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Proceedings of Maffachu/etts State Convention. 
[Continued from our laft.] 
WEDNESDAY, January 23,1798. A.M. 


6 he 8th fection of article I. con- 
taining the POWERS of CON. 
GRESS, ftill under debate. 

Dr. Tayuor faid, the confideration 
of the 8th fe&tion had taken up a great 
deal of time—that gentlemen had repeat- 
ed the fame arguments over and over a- 
gain—and although the order of the 
Convention was, that the propofed Con- 
ftitution theuld be confidered by para- 
graphs—he was pleafed, he faid, to ob- 
jerve, that the Hon, Gentleman lat 
fpeaking, had gone into the matter at 
large—and, therefore, he hoped that o- 
ther gentlemen would take the fame li- 
berty-—and that all further obfervations 
might be on the fyftem at large. 

Mr. Parsons (of Newburyport.) Mes 
Prefident. A great variety of fuppofed 
ebjeRions have been made, againit velt- 
ing Congrefs with fome of the powers 
defined in the &th fect. Some of the ob- 
jectors have confidered the powers as un- 
neceflary, and others, that the p-ople 
have not the proper fecurity that thefe 
powers will not be abuied. To moft of 
theie obje€tions, anfwers, convincing in 
my opinion to a candid mind, have been 
given, But as fome of the obje&tions 
have not been noticed, I fhall beg the in- 
dulgence of the Convention, while I 
very briefly confider them. And as it 
ismy intention to avoid all repetition, 
my obfervations will neceflarily be un+ 
cunneéted and defultory, * 

It has been faid, that the grant in this 
fe€tion includes all the poffeffions of the 
people, and divetts them of every thing 
~-that fuch a grant is impolitick, for as 
the poverty of aa individual guards him 
againit luxury and extravagance, fo po- 
verty in a ruler is a fence againft tyran- 
ny and oppreflion. Sir, gentlemen do 
net diltingwith between the government 


of an hereditary ariftocracy, where the 
ibtereft of the governours is very differ- 
ent from that of the fabjec&ts; and a go- 
vernment to be adrhiniitered for the 
common good by the fervants of the 
people, vetted with delegated powers by 
pular ele€tions at ftated periods. The 
ederal Conftitution eftablithes a go- 
vernment of the laft tefcription, and in 
this cafe the people divett themfelves of 
nothing :—T he government and powers 
which the Congrefs can adminiiter, are 
the mere refult of a compa& made by the 
people with each other, for the common 
defence and general welfare—To talk, 
therefore, of keeping the Congrefs poor, 
if it means any thing, muff mean a deo 
priving the people themfelves of their 
own refources, But if gentlemen will 
fill infift, that thefe powers are a grant 
from the people, and confequently im- 
proper, let it then be*obferved, that it 
is now too late to impede the gront—it 
is elready compieted—the one any Une 
der the Confederation are invefted with 
it, by folemu compagtthey have pow- 
ers to demand what monies and forces 
they judge necéffary forthe common de- 
fence and? general welfare—powers as 
extenfive as thofe prepofed in this Con- 
fiitution, But it may be faid, as the 
wavs and means are referved to the fe- 
veral States, they have a check upon 
Congrefs by refufing a compliance with 
the requifisions. Sir, is this the boafted 
check—a check that can never be exer- 
cifed but ‘by perfidy anda breach of pub- 
lick feith——by a violation of the moft 
folemn itipulations ? It is this check that 
has embarraffed us at home,and made us 
contemptible abroad—and will any he- 
neft man plume timfe!f upon a check 
which an honef{ man would blufh te ox. 
ercife ? 
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Tt has been objedted, that the Conti. 


tution provides no religious teft by oath,, the S 


and we may have in power unprincipled 
men, atheifts and s. Nomancan 
with more ardently Ldo, that all 


our publick offices may be filled by men 
who fear God and late wuckednels bat 


it muft remain with the eleftors to give 
the this fecurity=-an oath 


man be entangled by an oath ? Will an 


dread the sa, rapt 

the chriftian’s God, a being in his opin- 
jon the creature of fancy and credulity ? 
It is a folecifm in expreflion. No man 
is fo illiberal as to with the confining 
places of honour or profit to any one 
fe& of chriftians : But what fecurity is 
it to government that every publick of- 
ficer fhall fwear that, he is a chriftian ? 
For what will then be called chriftainity ? 
One man will declare that the chriftian 
religion is only an illumination of natu- 
ral religion, and that he is a chriftain ; 
another chriftian will affert, that all men 
muft be happy hereafter in fpite of them- 
felves ; a third chriftian reverfes the im- 
age, and declares, that lét a man do all 
he can, he will certainly be punifhed in 
another world ; and a fourth wil! tell 
us, that if a man ufe any force for the 
common defence, he violates every prin- 
ciple of chriftianity. Sir, the only evi- 
dence we can have of the fincerity atl 
excellency of a man’s religion, is a good 
life—and I a that acre will 
be required of every candidate by ev 
elefior. That me who atts ta sth 
eft part to his neighbour, will moft pro- 
bably conduét honourably towards the 
publick. 

Ft has been objected, that we have not 
fo good fecurity againft the abufe of 
power under the new Conftitation, as the 
Confederation gives us. It is my deli- 
berate opinion, that we have a better fe- 
curity. Under the Confederation, the 
whole power, executive and legiflative, 
is vefted in one body, in whieh the peo- 
ple have no reprefentation, and where the 

tates, the great and the fmall States, 
are mar wy reprefented ; and all the 
checks the States have, is a power to re- 
move and difgrace an unfaithful fervant, 
after the mifchief is perpetrated. Under 
this Conftitution, an equal reprefentation 
immediately from the people, is intro- 
duced, who by their negative, and the 
exclafive right of originating money 
bills, have the power to controul the 
fenate, where the fovercignty of the 
Siates are seprefented, But it has been 











thay deprive them at critical feafons of 
the fervices of the moft- important cha- 


rafters in the nation. It deprives a” 


man of henourable ambition, whofe 
higheft glory is the applaufe of his fei. 
low citizens, of efficient motive te 
great and patriotick exertions. The 

individually have no method of 
teftifying their efteem, but by a reelec- 
tien ; And thall they be deprived of the 
honeft fatisfa&tion of wreathing for 
their friend and patriot a crown of Jaus- 
el more durable than monarchy can bee 
flow ? 

It has been objected, that the fenate 
are made too i ndent upon the State 
legiflatures, as \eteeh node the 
Conftitution of the federal Convention, 
could have been more embarraffing, 
than the conftru&ting the fenate—as that 
body muft condu& our foreign negocia- 
tions, and eftablifh and preferve a fyf- 
tem of national politicks, an uniform 
adherence to which can alone induce o- 
ther nations to negociate with and con- 
fide in us—lIt is certain the change of 
the men who compofe it fhould not be 
too be mee Dane fhould be gradual : 
At the fame time fuitable checks, thould 
be provided to prevent an abufe of pow- 
er, and tocontinue their dependence on 


their conftituents—I think the Con- . 


venation have molt happily extricated 
themfelves from the embarraffment. 
Although the fenators are elected for 
fix years, yet the fenate, as a body come 
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fed of the fame men, can exift only 
a two years, without the confent of 
the States: If the States think proper, 
one third of that body may at the end of 

fecond year, be new men. When 
the fenate aé as legiflators they are con- 
troulable at al! times by the reprefenta- 
tives; aud in their executive capacity, 
in making treaties and conducting he 
national negociations, the confent of 
two thirds is ry, who muff be u- 
nited to aman, which it hardly poffible, 
or the new men biennially fent to the fe- 
nate, if the States chufe it, can controul 
them; and at all times there will alfo 
be one third of the fenate, whe at the 
expiration of two years muft obtain a 
| watt: a — iy the a of the 

. of the men 
fo the fenate by be fo predual as not 
to deftroy or difturb amy national fyf- 
tem of politicks. 

Itis objected, that it is dangerous to 
allow the fenate aright of propofing al- 
terations or amendments in fauay bill 
—that the fenate may by this power en- 
creafe the fupplies and eftablith profufe 
falaries—that for thefe reafons the lords 
inthe Britith jament have not this 

wer, which is a great fecurity to the 

iberties of Englifhmen. I was much 
{urprifed at hearing this obje€tion, and 
the grounds upon which it was fupport- 
ed. The fasion hy the lords have not 
this is founded on a principle in 
the Englith conftitution, that the com- 
mons alonc reprefent the whole proper- 
ty of the nation; and asa money bill is 
a grant to the king, none can make the 
grant but thofe who reprefent the pro- 
perty of the nation ; and the negative of 
the lords is introduced to check the 


. profufion of the commons, and to 


their own - Themanner of paf- 
finga money bill,is conclufiveevidence of 
thefe principles—for after the affent of 
the lords, it does not remain with the 
clerk ot the Parliament, but is returned 
to the commons, who, by their {peaker, 
prefent it to the king, as the gift of the 
commons :=—But every fuppofed con- 
trou] the fenate by this power may have 
over money bills, they can have without 
it, for by private communications with 
the reprefentatives, they may as well in- 
fit upon the inereafe of the fupplies,or fa- 
laries,as by official communications : 

had not thefenate this power, the reprefen- 
tatives men tack any foreign matter to 
a money bill, and compel the fenate to 
concur, or lofe the fupplies ; this might 
&e done in critital feafons, when the fenate 
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might give way to the encroachment of 
the fentatives, rather than fuftain 
the odium of embaraffing the affairs of 
the nation.—The balance between the 
two branches of the legiflature, would 
pte t or » if not don 
3 and itution natural 
injured, is fubje& was fully pm a 
dered by the Convention for forming the 
Conftitution of Maffachufetts, and :hez 
provifion made by that body after ma- 
ture deliberation is introduced into the 
federal Conftitution, 

It was objeéted, that by giving Con- 
grefs a power of direét taxation, we give 
them power to deftroy the ftate govern- 
ments, by prohibiting them from raifing 
any monies : But this objection is not 
founded in the Conftitution. Congrefs 
have only a concurrent right with cach 
ftate, in fais direé&t taxes, not an ex- 
clufive right ; and the right of each ftate 
to dire&t taxation is ery: extenfive 
and perfeét as the right of Congrefs— 
any law, therefore, of the United States, 
for fecuring to Congrefs more than 2 
ceacurrent right with each State, is u- 
furpation, void. 

t has been objefted that we have no 
bill of rights. If gentlemen who make 
this objection, would cenfider what are 
the fuppofed inconveniencies refulting 
from the want of a declaration of rights, 
I think would foon fatisfy them- 
felves that the objeétion has no weight. 
Is there, a fingle natdral right we enjoy, 
uncontrouied by our own legiflature, that 
Congrefs can thfringe ? Not one, Is 
there a fingle political right fecured to us 
by our Conititution, again @ the attem 
of our own legiflature, which we are de- 
prived of by this Conftitution ? Not one 
that Irecolle&. All therights Congrefs 
can controul, we have furrendered to our 
own legiflature, and the only quettion is, 
whether the people thall take from their 
own legiflatures, a certain portion of the 
feveral ignties, and unite them in 
one head, for the more effeftual fecuring 
of the national profperity and happinefs. 

The Hon. Gentleman from Bolton, 
has ftated at farge moft of the checks 
the le have againt ufurpation, and 
the abute of power, under the tet st 

Conftitution 5 but from the abur 
of his matter, he has, in my op!nion, o- 
mitted two or three, which I | mene 
tion. The oath the feveral legiflative, 
executive and judicial officers of the fe- 
veral fates, sake to fupport the federal 
\ Conttitution, is as effe&tual a fecurity a- 
gait the vfurpation of the general ge~ 
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vernment, a it is againft the encroach- 
ment of the ftate governments. For an 
increafe of the powers, by ufurpation, is 
as clearly a violation of the federal Con- 
Ritution, as a diminution of thefe powers 
by private encrozchment—and that oath 
obliges the officers of the feveral ftates, 
as vigoroufly to oppofe the one as the o- 
ther. But there is another check, found- 
ed in the nature of the union, fuperiour 
to all the parchment checks that can be 
invented. If there thould be an ufur-* 
patidn, it will not be upon the farmer 
and merchant, employed and attentive 
enly to their feveral oceupations, it will 
be upon thirteen legiflatures, completely 
organized, poffeffed of the confidence of 
the people, and having the means as wel] 
as inclination, fuccefsfully to oppofe it. 
Under thefe circumftances, none but mad 
men would attempt an ufurpation. But, 
fir, the people themfelves have it in their 
power effectually to refift ufurpation, 
without ey. | driven to an appeal to 
arms. An att of ufurpation is not ob- 
ligatory, it is not law, and any man may 
be juflified in his refiftance. Let him 
be confidered ag acriminal by the gene- 
ral government, yet only his own fellow 
citizens can conviét him—they are his 
jury, and if they pronounce him inno- 
cent, not all the powers of Congrefs can 
hurt him—and innocent they certainly 
will pronounce him, if the Suppofed law 
he refilted was an aét of ufurpation. 


P. M. 

As foon as the Convention met this 
afternoon, Mr. NASON, ima thort fpeech, 
introduced a motion to this effect :— 
“* That this Convention fo far reconfider 
their former vote to difenfs the Confti- 
tution by paragraphs, as to leave the fub- 
je& at large open for cotifideration,” 
This motion met witha warm oppofition 
from feveral parts of the Houte. 

Mr, WaLes faid, that the tinte which 
had been {pent in the difcufiion, had 
heen well -{pent—and that he was much 
furprifed to fee gentlemen withing thus 
to hurry the matter, ' 

Mr. “zgpcery faid, that neceffity 
compelled them to hurry. 

r. DaLTon. Mr. Prefident, we 


have been but fix or feven days in the. 


difeuffion of the Conftitation. Sir, has 
not paragraph after paragraph been con- 
fidered and explained ? Has not great 
jight been thrown on the articles we have 
confidered ?~-For my part, I profels to 
have received great light on them. We 
are now difcufling the powers of Cons 


ro, 


or 


ir, thall we pafs that over Pow. 
Shall we pafs over the article of the ju. 
diciary power without examination] 
hope, fir, it will be particularly enquired 
into. Iam to hear gentlemen al. 
ledge, that they have been.a long time — 
from home ; and that the want of money 
neceffitates them to wifh for an de. | 
cifion. - Sir, have not the General Court 
pate for the payment of the mem. 
rs of this Convention ?—And the 
Treafurer, I am_ informed, is collecting 
money to comply with that provilion, 
There are many parts which ought fo be 
explaine}—I hope we thall to 
them with deliberation—and that for the 
fake of faving a little money, we may — 
not pais over the Conttitution, withaut’ 
well confidering it. 
Judge Summer withed the motion 
“ be withdrawn. ne 
r. Nason faid he would withdraw 7 
his motion for the prefent—but men- — 
tioned his intention, of again making it & 
at 30 o'clock tomorrow. 


THURSDAY, January 24, A.M, 
Mr. Nason renewed his motion for © 
“ reconfidering a former vote to difculs _ 
the Conttitution by paragraphs, fo tha 
the whole might be taken up.” 
- The Hon, Mr. Apams faid he was | 
one of thofe who had had difficulties | 
and doubts refpefting fome parts of the’ 
fed Conftitution—He had, he {aid 
for fevera! weeks after the publication of 
it, laid by all the writings, in the pub- . 
Jick papers, on the fubjeé, in order to | 
be endbled leifurely to confider them, - 
He had, he faid, ail fome difficulties on 
his mind ; but that he had chofen rather 
to be an auditor, than an objeétor, and 
he had particular reafons therefor: As» 
this was the cafe witb him, and as o- 
thers, he believed, were in a fimilar fi- 
tuation, he was defirous to have a full 
am gee of the fubject ; that there- 
by fuch might be confirmed, either in . 
favour, or againft the Conttitution ; and 
was therefore againft the motion, Wé | 
ought not, he faid, to be ftingy of our | 
time, or the publick money, when fo im- 
portant an objeé&t demanded them—and 
the publick ei that we will not. He 
was forry, he faid, for gentlemen's ne- 
ceffities-—but he would rather fo 
the gentlemen, who were thus neceilitat- 
ed, or lend them money to fe it, than 
they thould hurry fo great a -~ 


dHe therefore, hoped that the 
‘would be put, and that we pros 


ceed as we began, 
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Hon, Mr. Pirts faid it was impoffi- 
bile to confider the whole until the parts 
had been examined—sur conftituents, 
faid he, have a right to demand of us the 
reafons which fhall influence us to vote 
as we thall do—he muft, he faid, there- 
fore oppofe the motion. 

The Hon. Mr. Kine, Col. Situ, 
and feveral other gentlemen, {poke a- 
gainft the motion. 

Mr, WEDGERY oppofed the motion’s 
being winked out o ght—he withed, 
he faid, the queftion might be put, that 
the fenfe of the Convention refpeécting it, 
might be taken. 

en. THOMPSON faid, it was not 
eflential how thc matter was confidered 
—but he wifhed to have the whole fub- 
ject at large open to difcuffion, fo that 
every body might {peak to it—A mem- 
‘ber, fays he, gets up and {peaks—but 
he is called to order, as not confining 
himfelf to. the particular paragraph un- 
der debate, and this puts him out,—In 
his opinion, he faid, the Conititution, 
and the seafons which induced gentle- 
men to frame it, ought to have been 
fent te the feveral towns, to be confider- 
ed by them.—My town, fays he, confi- 
dered it feven houwrs—and after this, 
there was netone in favour of it.—If 
this had been done, we fhould have 
known the minds of the people on it ; 
and fhould we dare, he afked, toa& dif- 
ferent from the fenfe of the people ? It 
is ftrange, he faid, that a fyitem, which 
its planners fay is fo plain that be that 
runs may read it, fhouid want fo much 
explanation. 

[ The queftion being generally called for, 
the motion was put—and negatived with- 
out a return of the boufe. The endeavours 
of gentlemen to buf to filence, a fmall bux 
of congratulation, a Sew citizens in 
the gallery, being mifl jomeyf the 
Members, for a bift, created a momentary 
agitation in the Conveation ; which, bow - 
ever, after a fort comverfation fubjided.} 

Sth fect. was again read. 

The Hon. Mr. Sepcwick went in- 
toa general anfwer to the objections, 
which had been ftarted againft the pow- 
ers to be granted to Congrefs, by this 
fe&t.—He thewed the abfolute necefficy 
there was that the body which had the 
fecurity of the whole for their obje&, 
fhould have the feceflary means allowed 
them to effeé& it—and in order to fecure 


the inf the abufe of this pow- 

er, her cena and oe faid, 

are equally fubjeét to the laws, 
ore have but owe and the ange it, 
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tereft—that they never would lay unne- 
ceffary burthens, when they themfelves 
muft bear a on of them ; and from the 
extent of their objects, their power 
ought neceffarily to be ijlimitable. Men, 
= he, rarely domifchief for the fake 
of being mifchievous. With refpect to 
the power ia this fect. to raife armies, 
the hon. gentleman faid, although gen- 
tlemen had thought ita dangerous pow- 
er, and would be ufed for the purpofe of 
° er »yetthey did not object to the 

tion in this particular ; and by 
this, Congrefs could have kept the whole 
of the late army in the field, had they 
feen fit. He afked if gentlemen could 
think it poflible, that the legiflature of 
the United States fhould raife an army 
unneceflarily, which, in a thort time, 
wouid be under the controul of other 
perfons—fer if it was not to be under 
their controul, what objet could they 

havein raifing it. It was, he faid, a 
chimerical idea, to fuppofe that a coun- 
try like this, could ever be enflaved. 
How is an army. for that purpote to be 
obtained ? From the freemen of the U- 
nited States ! They certainly, fays he, 
will know to what object it is co be app '- 
ed. Is it poffible, he atked, that an army 
could be raifed for the purpofe of en- 
flaving themfelves and their brethren ? 
or if raifed, whether they could fubdue 
a nation of freemen—who know howto 
— iberty, and who have arms in their 

ands ? He faid, it was a deception in 
ag rcge to fay, that this power could 

e thus ufed. The hon. gentleman 
faid, that in the Conftitution every pof> 
fihle provifion againft ap abufe of pow- 
er was made—and if gentlemen would 
candidly inveftigate for themfelves, 

they would find that the evils they la- 

ment cannot enfue therefrom. 

Mr. Dawes obferved, upon the au- 
thority of Congrefs to rajfe and fuy-port 
armies, that ajl the objections which 
had been made by gentlemen againt 
Aanding armies, were nappticabie to the 
prefeut queftion ; which was, that as 
there mutt be an authority fomewhere, to 
raife and fupport armies, whether that 
authority ought to be in Congres: As 
Congisis are the /egifature upon the pro- 

fed plan of government, in them on- 

y, faid he, thould be lodged the power 

under debate. Some gentlemen feem 

to hav€ confufed ideas about fanding 
armies: That the legiflature of a coun- 
try thould not have power to raife ar- 
mies, is a doctrine he never heard ber 


forg, Charles II, in Engiand, kept is 
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pay an army of five thoufand men, and 
James Il. augmented them to thirty 
thoufand. #This occafioned a great and 
jott alarm through the nation ; and ac- 
cordingly when William III. came to 
the throne, it was declared to be unc n- 
ftitutional to raife or keep a landing ar- 
my in timeof peace, wethout the conjent 
of, the legificture. Mott of our own 
State conititutions have berrowed this 
language from the Englith declaration 
of rights ; but none of them reftrain their 
legifiatures from sailing and fapporting 
armies. Thofe who never objected to 
fuch an authority in Congrefs, as velted 
by the old Confederation, furely ought 
not toohjcé& to fuch a power in a Con- 
greis, where there is to be a new branch 
of reprefentation, arifing immediately 
from the people, and which branch a- 
lone muft originate thofe very grants 
that are to mauntain the army. hea 
we confider that this branch is to be e- 
le&ted every two years, there is great 
propriety in its being reftrained trom 
making any grants in fupport of the ar- 
my for a longer {pace than that of their 
own exiftence. Ifthe cle&tion of this 
pular branch were for deven years, as 
in England, the fame men who would 
make ihe fir grant, might alfo the fe- 
cond and third, for the continuasce of 
the army; and fuch an acquaintance 
might exitt between the reprefentatives 
in Congrefs and the leaders of the army, 
as might be ufPavourable to liberty. 
But the wiftom of the late Convention 
has avoided this difficulty. The army 
mult expire of itfeif in.two years after it 
thali be raifed, unlefs renewed by repre- 
fentatives, whowat that time will have 
jut come freth from the body of the peo- 
ple. It will thare the fame fate as that 
of a temporary law, whichdies at the 
time mentioned in the aét itfelf, enlefs 
revived by fome future légiflature. 

Capt. Dencn faid, it nad been ob- 
ferved, and he was not convinced that 
the obfervation was wrong, that the 
grant of the powers in this fe&. would 
produce & confolidation of the States— 
and the moment it begins, a diffolution 
cf the State governments commences. 
If miftaken, he «vithed to be fet right. 





tobe a federal town, over which Con- 
grels is to exereife exelufive legiflation ? 

Hor. Mr. Steone Rid, that every 
gentlema) mult think, that the erection 
ef « federal town was neceffary, wherein 


to confider the idea fi 
tleman laft {peaking, that this Conititu- 
tion would produce a diffolution of the 
State governments, or a confolidation of 
the whole; which, in his opinion, he 
faid, was ill founded—or rather a loofe 
idea. in the firft place, fays 

Congrefs under this © 


P.M, be 
Dr. Tartor atked, why there was oe of the feveral States—and 
t ore, if 


Con might remain protested from 
A few years ago, faid the hon, 


infult. 
gentleman, Congrefs had to remove, be. 
caufe they were not prote&ted by the au. 
thority of the State in which they were 
then fitting. He afked, whether this 
Convention, though convened for but a 
fhort period, did aot think it was neceffa. 
ry that they thould have power to pro. 
te&t themieives from Sey an more 
fo matt they think it ne to provide 
for Congrejs, Te they are to be 


a permanent y- : 
Hon. Mr. Davis (Boffen) faid, it 


was neceffary that Congrefs fhould have | 


a permanent refidence ; and that it was 
the intention af Congrefs under ths con- 
federation, to ereét a federal town. He 


atked, would Mafflachufetts, or any o- 
ther State, with to give to Newyork, or 
the State in a ee , 
power to influence t Migs 
that body which was to at for the bene. 
fit of the whole, by leaving them liable 
to the outrages of the citizens of fuch 
States ? 


ngrefs tha!! fit, ‘the 


Dr. Taytor afked, why it need be 


ten miles fquare, and whether one mile 
fguare would not be fufficient ? 


Hon. Mr. Steone faid, Congrefs 


were not to exercife jurifdiétion overa 
diftri& of ten miles, but one not exreed- 
ing ten miles fquage. 


Rey. Mr. STiLL MAN faid, that whate 


ever was the limits of the dift: ict, it would 
depend on the ceffion of the legiflature 
of one of the States. 


Mr. Dencu faid, that he wifhed far- 


ther light on the fubje&t—but that from 
the words, ** We the 


le,” in the 


irft claufe, ordaining this ae 
he thought it was an aétual confolida- 
tion of the States—and that, if he was 
not miftaken, the moment it took place, 


a diffoluton of the State governments’ 
will alfo take 


Gen, Brooks (Lincoln) rofe, he faid, 
ed by the gen- 


he, the 
onftitution cannot 


organized without ted aéts of 


creating power is dif. 


folved, the body to be created cannot 
exift. 


In the fecond place, fays the 


General, it is impoffi no ep 
vermment can exift, unlefs govern- 


r 


‘a 


i. an 2 ae anon me he ae. 





f are to be 


t) faid, it 
ould have 
hat it was 
r the con. 
own. He 
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al! fit, ‘the 
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ments of the feveral States are forever 
exifting, as the qualifications of the e- 
lectors of federal reprefcntatives are to be 
the fame as thofe of the eleétors of the 
moft numerous branch of the State Je- 
iflatures.—It was, therefore, he faid, 
impoffible, that the State governments 
fhould be annihilated by the genera! go- 
vernment ; 2nd it was, he {aid, ftrongly 
implied from that part of the feét. pr 
debate, which gave Congrefs power ta 
exclufive jurifdsétion over the federal 
town, that they thould have exercife over 
no other place. When we attend to the 
Conftitution, we fhall fee, fays the Gen- 
eral, that the powers to be given to Con- 
refs amount only to a confolidation of 
the ftrength of the union—and that pri- 
vate rights are pot confolidated--The 
General mertiongd the rights which 
Congrefs could not infringe upon ; and 
faid, that their power to define what was 
treafon, was much lefs than is vefted in 
the legiflature of this State, by our own 
conktitution—as it was confined in the 
3d fe&. of art, I1T. to levying war, or 
adhering to, and comforting enemics 
oniy.—He mentioned the san dhe 
Congrefs in the punithment of on, 
and compared it with che extended pow- 
ers lodged in the Parliament of Great- 
britain, on like crimes ; and concluded 
by obferving, that as the United States 
rantee to each State a Republican 
orm of government ; the State govern- 
ments were as effeftually fecured, as 
though this Conttitution thould never 
bein force. @& 

Hon. Mr. Kino faid, in reply to the 
inquiry refpefting a Federal town, that 
there was now no place for Congrefs to 
refide in 5 and that it was porvscet Foamy 
they thould have a permanent refidence, 
where to eitablifh proper archieves, in 
which to — treaticsftate papers—~ 
deeds of ceffion, &e. 

Hon. Mr. StnautTarry faid, that 
all gentlemen had faid about a bill of 
rights to the Conftitution, w1s, that 
what is @ritten is written——But he 
thought we were giving up ali power— 
and that the States will be like towns 
in this StateTowns, feys he, have a 
right to lay taxes to raife money—and 
the States poffibly may have the fame, 
We have now, fays he, a good repub- 
lican conftitution—and we do want it 
guaranteed to us—He did not underftand 
what gentlemen meant by Congrefs 
guaranteeing a republican form of go- 
vernment withed they would not 
play round the fubjett with their fine 
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ftories, Tike a fox round a trap, but come. 
to eae don"t an fay we Cougrefs 
» Frey our State conftitution, he 


Gen. Tuompson faid, Congrefs 
only meant to guarantee a form of gov- 
vernment. 

Hon, Mr. Kina atked, whether if 
the prefent con#itution of this State had 
been by the United States, 
the hon. gentleman from Sutton would 
not have confidered it as agreat defect 
in the Conttitution—as it mut 
have wled the State from making 
any ions in it, thould they fee fit 
fo todu,; at the time mentioned in the 
conftitution. 
alas mam gentlemen [poke, in a 

ultory ation, om wurious parts 
of the Confiitation ; in which, everat 
articles from the Conflitution of this Stare, 
and the Confederation, «were read ; many 
queftions ajked the bon. gentlemen wila 





JSramed the Conflitution, to which anfwers 


apparently fatisfaory were given.) 
? 


FRIDAY, Jandary 25, 1738. A. M. 
The 816 jad. fill under debate : But 

Ptah i continued defultory ; 

aud much attention was paid to the in- 


quiries of gentlemen on different parts of the 
Cumplitution, by thofe whe were in favour 
it. 





Mr. Ames, in a thort dilcourfe, call. 
ed on thofe who ftood forthin 1775, to 
fiand forth now—to throw aide all in- 
terefted and party vicws—to have one 
parfe, and one heart for the whole—and 
to confider, that as it was neceffary then, 
fo was it now,to UNITE, or 
DIE we muf. 

Hon. Mr. Stncttrary. Mr. Pre- 
fident, I thould not have troubled the 
Convention again, if fome gentlemen 
had not ca upon them that were on 
the ftage, im the begining of our troubies, 
in the 977 §.—1 was one of them— 
T have the honour to be a member of 
the Court all the time, Mr. Prefident, 
and I fay, that if any body had propof- 
ed fuch a Conftitution as this, in that 
day, it would have been thrown away at 
oace—it would not have been looked 
at. We contended with Grestbritain 
--fome faid for a three penny duty on 
tea, but it was not that—it was becaule 
they claimed a ri to tax us and bind 
us in all cafes tever—and does not 

this Conftitution do the fame—does it 
not take all we have-all our property 
—<loes it not lay all taxes, duties, im- 
potts and excifes—and what more have 
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we to give ? They tell us Congrefs 
wo'nt lay dry taxes upon us, but collect 
all the money they want by impolt—lI 
fay there has always been a difficulty a- 
bout impoft—Whenever the General 
Ceurt was a going to lay an. impoft, 
they would tell us it: was more than 

could bear, thatit hurt the fair 
trader, and encouraged finuggling--and 
there will always be the fame objection 
—they wo'nt able to raije mongy 
enough by impoft, and thea they will lay 
it on the land, and take all we have got. 
Thefe lawyers, and men of learning, 
and monied men, that ‘alk fo finely and 
giofs over matters fo finoothly, to make 
us poor, illiterate people, {wallow down 
the pill—they expect to get into Con- 
grefs themfelves—they expect to be the 
managers of this Conititution and get ail 
the power and all the maney into their 
own hards, and then they will fwallow 
up al! us little folks, like the great Le- 
wiathban, Mr. Prefident, yes, jut as the 
whale fwallowed vp Jouas. This is what 
I @ afraid of —but I wo'nt fay any more 
at prefent, but referve the reft to another 
opportunity. 

Hon. Me, Switu. Mr. Prefideni, I 
am a plain man, and get my living by 
the plough. Iam not ufed to {peak in 
publick, but I beg your leave to fay a 

ew words to. my brother ploughjog- 
gers, in this houfe. I have lived in a 
part of the country where I have known 
the worth of good government by the 
want of it. There vasa black cloud 
that rofe in the eal la& winter, and 
fpread over the welt. [Here Mr. Wedg- 
ery interrupted. Mr. Prefident, I wif 
to know what the gentleman means by the 
eaft.] I mean, Sir, the county of Briftol 
—the cloud rofe there and burft upon 
us, and produced a dreadful eife&t. It 
brought on a fate of anarchy, and that 
leads to tyranny. I fay it brought an- 
archy.—People that uled to live peacea- 
bly, with, aud were before good neigh- 
bours, got diftraéted and took up arms 





‘againtt government. [Here Mr. King- 


fley called to order, and afked what bad 
the biftory of laf winter to do with the 
Conflitution ? Several gentlemen, and a- 
mong the reft the Hon. Mr. Adams, faid 
the gentleman was in order—let bim go on 
in bis own way.) Lamagoing, Mr.Pre- 
fideat, and you my brother Farmers, to 
thew what were the effe&ts of anarchy, 
that you may fee the reafons why I with 


“for good government. - People, I fay, 


took up arms, and then if you went to 
fpeak to them you had the mafguct of 


~ 


death prefented to breat. They 
would rob you of oi property, threar- 
en te burn your ype ages y you te 
be on your night and day—a. 
larms rom town to town—fami- 
lies were broken up—the tender mother, 
would cry, O my fon is among them ! 
What thall I do for my child! Some 
were taken captive—children were taken 
out of ‘their fchools and carried away, 
Then we thould hear of an afion, and 
the poor prifoners were /et in the front, to 
We killed by their own friends. How 
dreadful, how diftreffing was this! Our 
diftrefs was fo great that we fhould have 
been glad to catchat any thing that look- 
ed like government for protection. Had 
any perion, that was able to prote&t us, 
come and fet up his ftlandard, we thould 
all have Rocked to it, even if it bad been 
a monarch—and that monarch might 
have proved a tyrant--fo that you fee 
rat leads to tyanny, and better have 
one tyrant than fo many at once. 

New, Mr. Prefident, when I faw this 
Conftitution, I found it was acure for 
thefe diforders, It was juft fuch a thing 
as we wanted, I got a copy of it ‘and 
read it over and over—I had been a 
member of the Convention to form our 
own State Conftitution, and had learnt 
fomething of the checks and balances of 
power, andI found them ail here. I did 
not go to any lawyer, to afk his opinien 
-—we have no lawyer in our town, and 
we do well enough without.—I formed 
my own opinion, andywas pleafed with 
this Conftitution. My Hon. old Dad- 
dy there, [pointing to Mr. Singletary} 
won't think that I expeé to be a Con- 
greis man, and {wallow up the liberties 
of the people. I never had any poft, 
nor do I want one, and before I hae 
done you will think I don't deferve one. 
But I don’t think the worfe of the Con- 
ftitution, becaufe lawyers, and men of 
learning, and monied men, are fond of 
it. Idon't fulpeé that they want to get 
into Congrefs and abufe their power. 
I am not of {uch a jealous make-—they 
that are honeft themfeives are not apt to 
fufpe& other e. Idcu‘tknow why 
our conftituents have not as geod a right 
to be as jealous of us, as we feem to be 
of the Congrefs—and I think thofe gen- 
tlemen who are fo very fufpicious, that 
as foon as a man gets into power, he 
turns rogue, had better look at beme. 

We are by this Conftitution allowed 
to fend ten members to Congrefs. Have 
we not more than that number fit to a 
I dare fay if we pick Out ten, we 
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frave another ten left, and I hope ten 
times ten ; and will not thefe be a check 
upon thofe that go ? Will they po to 

ongrefs and abufe their power and do 
mifehi , when they know they muft re- 
turn and look the other ten in the face, 
and be called to account for their con- 
du& ? Some gentlemen think that our 
liberty and property is not fafe in the 
hands of monied men, and men of learn- 
ing—I am rot of that mind. 

Brother farmers, let us fuppofe a cafe 
now—fuppofe you had a farm of 50 a- 
eres, your title was difputed, and 
there was a farm of sooo acres, joined 
to you that belonged to a man of learn- 
ing, and his title was involved in the 
fame difficulty—weuld not you be glad 
to have him for your friend, rather than 
to ftand alone in the difpute ? Well the 
cafe is the fame—thefe lawyers, thefe 
monied mer, thefe men of learning, are 
all embarked in the fame caufe with us, 
and we mutt all fwim or fink together— 
and thal] we throw the Conttitution o- 
verboard, becdufe it does not pleafe us 
all alike ?—Suppofe two or three of you 
h- been at the pains to break up a picce 
of rough land, and fow it with wheat— 
would you lect it lie wafte, becaufe you 
could not agree what fort of a fence 
to make ? Would it not be better 
to put tp a fence that did not pleaft e- 
very one’s faticy, rather than not fence 
it at all, or keep difputing about it, until 
the wiid beatts came in and devoured it. 
Some gentlemen fay, don’t be in a hur- 
ry—take timé to confider—and don't 
take a leap in the dark.—I fay, take 
things in time—gather fruit when it is 
ripe. There is a time to fow and a time 
to geap—we fowed our feed when we 
fent men to the federal Convention— 
now is the harvelt, now is the time to 
reap the fruit of our labour, and if we 
don’t do it now, I am afraid we fhall 
never have another opportunity. 

Mr. Parsons confidered the feveral 
charges of ambiguity which gentlemen 
had laid to the-Conftitution ; ard with 
a great deal of ogee? tated the ob- 
vious meaning of the claufes thus fup- 

fed to be ambiguous. Be coneluded 

is explanation, by faying, that no com- 
pofitions which men could pen, could be 
formed, but what would be liable to the 
fame charge. 





P. M. 
Sth fe€tion fill under debate. 
Hoa. Mr. DaLTon. Mr. Prefident 
welt bas been demanded by fome gen- 
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tlemen in oppofition to this Confitus 
tion, why thofe who were*oppofed to 
the augmentation of the powers of Con- 
grefs a few years fince, theuid now be 
the warmeft advocates for the powers to 
be granted by the feGtion under debate. 
Sir, Iwas oppofed to the 5 per cent. 
impo being granted to Congyefs; and 
I conceived that fuch a grant under the 
confederation, would produce great dif- 
ficulties and embarraflments. But, Sir, 
as Congrefs is by the propofed conttitu- 
tion to be differently seahteibid--ts a 
proportionate voice of the States in that 
hody,is ‘to be fubftituted for the prefent 
equal (or rather unequal one) my objec- 
tions will be removed, In my opinion, 
the delegating of power to 1 government, 
in which the people have fo many 
checks, will be perfeétly fafe, and con- 
fiftent with the prefervation of their li- 
berties. 

Mr. Ames faid, that in courfe of the 
debates, gentlemen had juftified the con- 
federation; but he wifhed to afk, whe- 
ther there was any danger in this confti- 
tution, which is not in the confedera- 
tion ? if gentlemen are willing to con- 
federate, why, he afked, ought not Con- 
grefs to have the powers granted by this 
feRion. In the confederation, faid Mr. 
A. the checks are wanting, which are to 
be found in this conftitution. And the 
fears of gentlemen, that this conftitu- 
tion will provide for a permanent arif- 
tocracy, are therefore il] founded—for 
the rulers will always be dependent on 
the people; and like the infeéts of a fun- 
thine day, may by the breath of their 
difpleafure, be annihilated. 

Mr. Wepcery. Mr. Prefident. 
Enough has, I think, been faid on the 
Sth fection. It has been repeated over 
and over agrin, that the adoption 
of the Conflitution will pleafe all 
ranks of le; that the prefent in- 
efficiency of the Confederation is obvi- 
ous; and that bleffed things will furely 
be the refult of this Conftitution. Ma- 
ny fay, alk the Merchants? Atk the 
yeomanry ? But they do not tell us what 
the anfwer of thefe will be.—All we 
hear is, that the merchant and farmer 
wil! fourith—and that the mechanick 
and tradefmen are to make their for- 
tunes directly, if the Conftitution goes 
down. Is it, fir, becaufe the feat of 
government is to be carried co Philadel- 
vhia? Who, fir, is to pay the debts of 
the yeomanry, and others? Sir, when 
oil will quench fire, I will believe al} 
this—and not until then: On the com. 
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trary, I think the adopting this Confti- 
tution, makes againit them; thangh it 
may be fometling in favour of the mer- 
chants. Have not Congrefs power to 
tax polls—for there is no other way of 
levying a dry tax; and by this means, 
the poor will pay as tnuch as the rich. 
Gentlemen fay we are undone—and that 
there is no refource, niilefs this Coniti- 
tution is adopted. Icannd fee why we 
need fwallow a great bone for the fake 





of a d:ttle meat, which if it thould hap- 


pen to ttiek in our throats, can never be 
got out. Some gentlemen have given 
out, that we are {urrounded by enemiés 
that we owe debts, and that the na- 
tions will make war agaiaf us, and take 
our thipping, &c.—Sir, I afk, ii this is 
a faét ? Or whether gentlemeit think as 
they,fay ?—1 believe they do not.—For 
I believe they are conviuced, that the 
nations we owe, do not with us at pre- 
fent to pay more than the sinterett. 

Mr. W. after confidering fome other 
obfervations which had dropped from 
gentlemen in the courle of the debates 
on the 8th fection, concluded by faying, 
that he could not fee the grest danger 
that would arife from rejeétung the Con- 
ftitution. 

The Hon. Mr. Gorwam adverted to 
the fuggettion-of fome genticmen, that 
by granting the impeolt to Congrels this 
State would pay more than its propor- 
tions and faid, that it could be made an 
objeétion as auch again one govern- 
ment as another : But he believed, gen- 
men would accede, that the impoit was 
avery proper tax. As to the tax on 

lis, which the gentleman from New- 
gioucefter had faid wou!d take place, he 
faw, he faid, no article in the Conftitu- 
tion which warranted the affertion—lIt 
was, he faid, a diftrefsful tax, and would 
never be adopted. By impoft and ex- 
cife, the man of luxury will pay, and 
the middling and the poor parts of the 
community, who live by thefr induftry, 
will go clear; andas this would be: the 
eafielt method of raifing a revenue, it 
was the moft natural to Dooske it would 
be refarted to.—zo per cent, he faid, 
may as well be paid for fome luxuties, 
as $—nay, 100 per cent. impoft on fome 
articles, might be laid on, as is done im 


England and France. How often, ob-- 


ferved the hon. gentleman, has Mr. A- 
dams tried to accomplith a commercial 
treaty with England—but they think 


~Congrefs but a feeble power.—-They 


prohibit our oils, fith, lumber, pot and 
pearl athes, from being imported into 


their territories, in order to favour Nova. 
{cotia—for they know we'cannot make 


general retaliating laws, They have aq’ 


defign in Novafcetia to rival us im the 
fithery, and our difwation at prelent fa. 
vours. their defign. . From the abund. 
ance of our markets, we could fupply 
them with beef, butter, pork, &c. but 
they lay what reftri€tions un them they 
pleafe, which . they dare not do, was 


there an adequate power loiged in the ' 


general government to regulate com. 
merce. 


Mr. Jones, Col. Porter, and Col, 


VaRNUM, faid a fow words in favour of 
the article--when the Convention pro- 
ceeded to the confideration 

Mr. Neat { from Kittery) went over 
the ground of objeétion to this. fection 
on the idea, that the flave trade wes al. 
Jowed to he continued. for 20 years. 
His profefion, he faid, obliged him to 
bear witnefs again any thing that 
fhould favour the making tas oy 


cf the bodies of men ; and uslefe 


his objeftion was removed, he could 
not put his hand to the Conftitution, 
Other gentlemen faid, in addition to 
this idea, that there was not even a 
rovifion that the negroes ever thall be 
ree; and Gen, 7) exclaimed: . 

Mr. Prefident—Shall it be faid, that 
after we have eftablified our own ine 
dependence and frecdom, we make 
flaves of others. Oh! Wathin 
what a name has he had! How he hae 
immortalized himfeif t he holds 
thofe in flavery whe have as right 
to be free as he has—He is ftill for felf; 
and in my opinioa, his charatter has 
funk 50 per cent, 

On the other fide, gentlemen faid, 
that the fte> taken in this article towards 
the abvlicion of flavery, was one of the 
beauties of the Conftitution. ‘They ob- 
ferved, that in the Confederation there 
was no provifion whatever for its ever 
being abolithed ; but this Contftitution 
provides, that —— » after 20 
y¢ars, totally annihilate the flave trade ; 
and that, as all the States, except two, 
have pafled laws to this effe&t, it might 
reafonably be expected, that it would 
then be done—in the interim, all the 
States were at Jiberty to prohibit it. 


SATURDAY, January 26, 
[The debate on the oth fection fill con- 
tinued defultory—and confifted of Amilar 
olbjeions, ats anfwers thereto, as bad be- 
Sore been ufed.— Bath fides deprecated the 
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Slave trade in the moft pointed t 
one fide it was etically lamented, by 
Mr. Nafan, Major Lufh, Mr. Neal, and 
others, that this provided for 
the continuation of the flave trade for 29 
years.——On the other, the Hon. Fudge Da- 
na, Mr. Adams, and others, rejoiced that 
a door was now to be opened, for the an- 
nibilation of this edious, abborent prac- 
par ty ae ah h des, that 

4 para which provides, 

“* the privilege of the writ of babeas cor- 
pus thall not be fufpended, unlefs in ca- 
fes of rebellion, or invafion,” was read, 
when 

Gen. THomPson afked the Prefident 
to pleafe to proceed-—we have, fays he, 
read the book often enough—it is a con- 
fiftent piece of inconfiltency. 

Hon. Mr, Apams, in anfwer to an 
enquiry of the Hon. Mr. Taylor, faid, 
that this power, given to the general go- 
vernment to fufpend this privi in 
cafes of rebellion and invafion, did not 
take away the power of the feveral 
States to fufpend it, if they fee fit. 

Dr. TayLor aiked, why this darl- 
ing privilege was not expreffed in the 
fame manner it was in the coniftitution 
ot Maflachufetts—[ Here the bon. gen- 
tleman read the paragraph refpe@ing it, 
in the comftitution of this State, and then 
the one in the propofed Conftitution|—He 
remarked on the difference of expref- 
fion, and afked why the time was not li- 
mitted. 

Judge Dana faid, the anfwer to the 
hon. gentleman muft be, that the fame 
gentlemen did not make them both. 
He did not fee, he faid, the neceffity, 
why it fhould befor a limitted time ; for, 
faid he, if for fix months, the legiflature 





can. affemble every fix months, and by 
that means contiaue it. In his epinion 
it couid not he properly limitted as to 
time; for fix months, or even twelve 
months, might be too fhort atime ; as 
Congrefs might fufpend the writ, and 
adjourn—and during this adjournment, 
the time of the fufpenfion , the writ 
might ezpire——however nece it was 
to é kept up, re 

Judge Summer faid, that this wasa 
reitriétion on Congrefs, that the writ of 
habeas corpus fhouid not be fufpended, 
except in cafes of rebellion and invalion. 
The learned Judge then explained the 
nature of this writ. When a perfon, 
faid he, is imprifoned, he ‘applies to a 
Judge of the Supreme Court—the judge 
iffues his writ to the jailor, calling upon 
him to have the body of the perfon im- 
prifoned, before him, with the crime on 
which he was committed.—If it then 
appears that the perfon was legally com- 
mitted, and that he was not bailable, he 
is remanded to prifon ; if illegally con- 
fined, he is enlarged. This privilege, 
he faid, is efflential to freedom—and 
therefore the power to {ufpend it, is re- 
firited. Onthe other hand, the State, 
he faid, might/be invoived in danger— 
the worlt enemy may lay plans to de- 
ftroy us, and fo artfully as to prevent a- 
ny evidence againft him, and might ru- 
in the country, without the power to 
fufpend the writ was thus given. Con- 
grefs have only power to fufpend the 
privilege to perfons committed by their 
authority. A perfon committed under 
the authority of this State, will fill have 
a right to this writ. 

(To be continued. } 
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NEW YOR K, Febrwary 15. 

In confequence of the intelligence from 
Botton, of the ratification of the Federal 
Conftitution by the State Convention of 
Maffachuferts, the Federalifts of Newyork 
yeiterday teftified their joy on the pleafing e- 
vent. At funrife a ftandard of the United 
States was hoifted on the Coffee, Houle, in 
which was inferted the following’ words— 
*© The Conftitution, September 17¢b, 1787." 
And at noon, another flag was difplayed at 
the fame place, in which was exhibited the 
figure of a pine tree, and thefe words—“* Fe- 
bruary 6, $8, Bofton,” —The flandard of the 
Union was likewife difplayed at the Fort, 
and the Americaa in the harbour 





hoifted their colours on the occafion. At 
twelve o'clock, fix times thirteen guns were 
difcharged, in honour of the Ax Stares that 
have already ratified the Conttitution, which 
were anfwered by 13 guns, from the thip Jen- 
ny,Capt. Thompfon,bound for theE aftindies. 

The joy and fatisfaCtion exhibited by a 
great majority of the inhabitants of Newyork, 
on this aufpicious event, will certainly con- 
vinee our brethren of the fifter States, that 
this State cherifhes in her bofom many vir- 
tuous Citizens, who moft ardenily with for a 
government, calculated ‘* to form a more 
perte€t union, eftablih juftice, infure do. 
meftick tranquillity, previde for the com- 
mon defence, promote the genera) welfare, 
and fecere the bieflings of liberty to ourfelyes 
and eur pofterity.” 
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CHARLESTON, (8. C2 Jonuaty at. 

Saturday the Hotife of Reprefcntatives 
took up a report from & committee of the 
whole, on the Governour's meffage, accom- 
panied by the federa/Conttitution, which was 
unanimoufly agreed to. [The report of the 

cmmitter was, thata ion of Delegates 
fosld be chofen, freely and to difcuss and 
retif » or ree? the newe ps map 

he houle then took up fome fupplemen- 
tary articleswhen after debate it was a- 
greed, that an election thould take place cn 
the 1th and 12th of April, 0 mect on the 
a2th of May in Charietton. Gen. Pinck- 
ney moved to meet in Charlefton—no quef- 
tion in the Houfe of Reprefentatives ever 
ran fo clofe—the yéas being 76, the nays 75: 

February 1. Mr, Lowndes made a motion 
in the Houfe of Repre fentatives, for appoint- 
ing a fort of imquititorial authority, to en- 
quire who were the original holders of in- 
dents, and affignees ; then to allow ail the 
original héiders the full value of their in- 
dents ; and to the affignees 50 per cenf. cn 

?: 
the original purchafe. 

Mr. E. Retledge, Major Butler, the Chan- 
celiors Rutiedge and Matthews, Dodtor 
Ramfay, &c. oppofed the prepofition with 
Wucommen briliiancy of argument. ‘lhe 
principal ground of obje€tion was, that the 
faith of this Scate had been pledged to re- 
deem the indents, and being transferable, 
jt would bs unbecoming in the legiflature to 
jotertere, and fo thought the howie, who re- 
jected the propofition. 

Feb. 7. On Tuefday evening a fire was 
difcowied in the fenate rail the ftate 
houfe, which in a few ho duced that 

“building to a pile of ruins. The conflagra- 
tion commenced by the intenfe beat of the 
fire catching a part of the wasnicotting 
which projected over the brick: above the 
fire place. Several perfons ruthed into the 
room, and could eafily have extinguished 
the fire, if they had been readily fupplied 
with water; but before this neceffary re- 

ellant arrived in fufficient quantity, the 
Rants afcended unto the upper ftory, and 
there formed a crown of ruin over the whole 
building. Happily for the fafety of the ad- 
jacent houfes there was_a very light wind, 
until nearly the fury of the fire was fpent. 
POR TSMOU TH, February 8. 

The following tragical circumstance oc- 
curred at Newdurham, on Monday iaft 1— 
A number of perfons had aflembled at Mr. 
Randail’s tavern, upon bufinefs ; among o- 
thers prefent, were, Col. Tath, Capt. Peter 
Drown, a fon of Col. Tath’s, and an Elitha 
Thomas (formerly of Durham, bu: late a 
refident in the above town.) ‘Thomas had 
get into a difpute with one of the yerfons 

refent, and having taken a ftone into his 
kit, was dealing his blows with great avidity, 
when Capt. Drown, pained ata fight fo in- 
human, flipped in betweenthem, and taking 
Thomas at one fide of the room, emdeavour- 
ed, by foft words, to cool down his refent- 
ment, and to diffuade him from perfevering 
in a conduet fo ceaping- But alas, what 
was the confequence Virtue, where wag 


_ thy thield ! Juttice, where was thy arm !— 


At this inftant, when the good man was 
acting the part of a mediator, Thomas drew 
a koite, and plunged it iato his break. The 


7 


oe 


wound was marta. ‘apt. Drown Cory! 

it but a few hours, and The 

feti, in the Cafe of humanity, . Drown 

in the meridian of his days; a mot amiable 

chic neteticteinin, sete ad oeieine 
rev r 

by his friends. 5 


. 4a foon as Thomas had committed the . 


horrid deed, he put himfelf in a pofture of 
defence, arid threatened initant death to any 
perfon who fhould dare to approach him, 
A fon of Col. Tath’s endeavoured to feize 
en him, but receiving fevcral wounds, | 
was obliged to defitt. Thomas made ‘bi 
— but was apprehended and commi 
to in Dover, on Wednefday evening. 
‘homas had received feveral favours from 
Capt. Drown, ana was greatiy indebted to 
him. for his affiduity in procering him a 
penfGion for the lofs of his thumb, while in 
the late continental army. . 
PROVIDENCE, Yr tar 2%. 

The Honourable Affembly of thie 
State will convere at the Statehouse in this 
Town, on Monday next, 

BOS T O WN, February 2s. 
‘The feveral Printers on the continent are 
requefted to notice in pi ib that fince | 
tke comméncement of the prefent yoar, the: 
Printers in the ndrthern fates have received 
fcarcely a Single paper, printed beyond the 
Hudfon. Notwithftanding the publick are 
exceedingly anxious, at the prefent all im- 
portant period, to be acquainted with the 
=e sry of political affairs, the Printers in 

ofton have not received any papers from 
Newyork, for feveral weeks, though before 
January thgy were regularly received. This 
calls loudly for remedy ; and if, as it is faid, 
itis owing to the defign of fome of the Mail 
Carriers, it ig hoped, that Congrefs, or the 
Pottmattergeneral, will look into, and reme- 
dy it—as it mutt be of firft importance, that 
the channels of information fhould be kept 
as free as poffible. 

The numbers in the different States, ac- 
cording to the moit accurate accounts which 
could be obtained by the Jate Federal Con- 
vention, were as follows 3 
In Newhamphhire, yOOO 
Jn Maffachufetts, yOCO 
In Rhodeifland, 53,000 
In Conneticut, 202,000 
in Newyork, 238,000 
In Newjerfey, 1ghs000 
In Pennfyivaniay 300,000 
In Delaware, 37,000 
In Maryland, (including three fifths 

of 80,00@ Negroes 218,000 
In Virginia, (including three fifths 

of 240,000 Negroes) 420,000 
In Northcarolina, {including three 

fifths of 60,000 Negroes) 200,000 
In Southcarolina, (including three 

fifths of $0,000 Negroes) t 
In Georgia, (including three fifths 

of 20,000 Negroes) — OOO 
Extraf of a letter from a gentleman in Salem, 

to bis friend in this town, dated Feb. 13 

*¢ IT am not able to defcribe to you the 
picafure I felt on perufing the amendmentay 
which were propoied by bis Excellency : 
Governour and the Hon. Committee of the 
Convention, to be annexed (as recommenda- 
tery) te the ratification ef the federal Con- 
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fiitution. The probability that thofe a- 
mendments will meet the approbation of the 
feveral ftates in the union, has entirely calm- 
eq all my fears refpeéting the Conititution, 
and I think it will not be rejeGted by any one 
of the United States.” 

Proceedings of the NEWHAMPSHIRE 

State Convention. 

A majority of the members eleét, afflem- 
bled att ourt houfe, in Exeter, on Wed- 
nefday the 13th inffaat, and having made 
the neceflary arrangements, and fettied the 
contefted ele€tions (there being but two) ad- 
journed, 

Tuorspay, February 14. A. M. 

The Convention met agreeable to adjourn- 
ment, and proceeded to the choice of a Pref- 
ident, when his Excellency Joun Sutrr- 
VAN, Efq; was chofen. 

The Naat Cae ty" a of the 
Hon. Atre, for their Secretary, 
and Sonnet to bufinefs, when, the pro- 
pofed Conftitution being read, the 

Hon. Judge Livexmone rofe, and after 
a thort fj , introduced a motion, ** That 
the Convention do now eed to the conf- 
deration of the p Conftitution, by 
paragesphes 
This motion was objected to by the Hon. 
Mr. PickeRinG, who thought st moft ex- 
pedient for the Convention to take a review 
of the old Conftitution, point out its defects, 
and the neceffity of having a new one adopt- 
ed, preparatory to any other proceeding. 
He was feconded by the Hon. Judge Ban t- 
LETT, who was of the fame opinion. 

Hoa. Judge Livermore, in anfwer to 
the Hon. Mr. Pick exinc, faid, he thought 
the deteéts of the old Confitution would na- 
tufally be made to appear, as the Convention 
debated upon the new—that it was the moft 
confiftent way of proceeding, and he withed 
the quchion might be put. 

The queftion was then put, whether the 
Convention would proceed to the confidera- 
tion of the propofed Conftitution by para- 
graphs ?—When ir paffec in the affirmative. 

The Convention then proceeded to the 
confideration of Biennial Eleéions—when 
Mr. Arazr ton (from Amherit) rofe, and 
informed the Convention, that he had many 
qweigbty objections to the paragraph in de- 
bate, and proceeded to enumerate them. 
[ Thefe cbjettions, we are informed, were much 
the Jame as thofe mentioned by tbe oppofition ia 
the Maffacbufetts Convention. | F 

He was anfwered by Judge Livermore, 
Mr. Langdon, Mr. Pickering, Reve Dr. 
Langdon, and the Rev. Mr. Thurfton—who 
feverally {poke in favourof the paragraph as 
it Hood, 

“The Convention of the State of New- 
hamphhire,on FRIDAY laft, brought on 
the decifive Saption refpe@ting the New 
Conttitution—Yeas §1—Nays _$4.—This 
Queftion being reconfidered, it was then 
ser for an Adjournment, and was pong es 

ess §3, N 2—-to meet again on the 
THIRD Tuelday in JUNE next.” 

Tuefday fennight the Hor. Supreme jv 
dicial Court, commenced their term in this 


town, when his Honour Chief Juftice Cuhh- 
ing gave an elegant and fpirited charge to 
the Grand Jury, in which he congratulated 


them on the adoption of the Federa} Coniti- 
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tution by this Commonwealth—a {yftem 
which has for its objeét, the peace, order 
and happinefs of our country. 

Gen. Tuomesom, in our Convention, 
faid, “* shat by the propofed Conftitution 
we were giving up ewery thing to the fouth- 
exn States; that they had always had the 
advantage, and now we are going to fix it— 
and, that he wondered they did not {nap at 
it, and fwallow itdown in a minute.”—We 
thal) not comment on this declaration of the 
Hoa. Gentieman—we fhall only obferve, 
how widely different his obje€tions are from 
a declaration ot the Hon. Mr. Lowndes, an 
antifederal delegate of the Southcarolina 
Legiflature—ina {peech delivered January 
17, on calling a Convention, “ Negroes, 
fays He, are our wealth, our only natural re- 
Source, yet behold how our kind friends in 
the morth are determined foon to tie up our 
hands, and in the mean time to drain us of 
whatwe had. The Faftern States draw their 
means of fubfiftence in a great meafure 
from their thipping, acd on this head they 
had been obvioufly careful againtt impofing 
any burthen—were not to pay tonnage, or 
duties, ne not even the ceremony of clearing 
out--all ports were free and open to them ! 
Why then cali this a reciprocal bargain, 
which took all. away from one party to be- 
ftow it on the others They are to be the 
carriers, we to pay freightage, they to re- 
ceive it.” 

ExcraG of a lester from Charlefton, Scutheare 
colina, dated February 11. 

** On the motion being put, in the Gene~ 
ral Aflembly—ror the Convention to aflem- 
ble in Chasleiten on the rath of May next, 
it paiied in the affimative, by a majority of 
one. The reafon of the divifion on this 
queftion was, that the minority who lived ia 
other towns withed it might affemble with 
them. Some perfons, from not attending 
to the manner the queition was put, fuppol- 
ed that there was fo large a number againtt 
the aflembling of a Convention, while it 
was only again the place of meeting. It 
was granted on all tides, that the Conftitu- 
tion muft be fubmitted to 2 Convention of 
the people." 





WORCE STE R. 

As foon as we can obtain a more particu. 
lar accountot the proceedings of the New- 
harmpthire State Convention than that pub- 
hified im this Magazine, under the Bofton 
head, we thall lay it before dur readers. 
Their Convention appear to be pretty equal- 
ly divided as to numbers; but as they have 
adjourned to a difant day it is probable 
they may then be better united. 

MARRIED. |—At Brookfield, Feb. 21, 
2788, Mr. Wheat Gilbert, Merchant, eldeft 
fan of the late Col, J. Githert, to the amia- 
bie Mifs Elizabeth Baicwin, only daughter 
of Cc rk Baldwin. 

DIED. }]—Ax Charlefton, Southcarolina, 
Dec. 26th, 1787, Mr. Calvin Crane, Tutor 
ot Dartmouth Coblege.—-At Port{mouth, ina 
England, the Rev. Dr. Thomas Wren.—At 
Botton, Mrs. Sarah Eaton, aged 70.—Mr. 
Benjamin Clark, aged 70.—Mrs. Sarah 
‘Laylor, aged 63.—At Mendon, Mr. Jona- 
than Ruficil, late of Providence. 
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To be SOLD, at PUBLICK VENDUE, in purfeance of an order the Court of 
6 as 


Common Pleas, on Tuefday the 25th of Mar 
Premijes, ; 


next, at two o'clock, P. M. om the 


WO thirds of the REAL ESTATE of 
JOHN GLEASON, lateof WorcesTER, in the Coun. 
ty of WORCESTER, deceafed, with the reverfion of the Widow's 


Witla HTT IASI 


ot ey whole about 200 acres, with good buildings and an excellent 
orchard thereon, and is 
The noted MOUNT FARM. 
For further particulars enquire of Mr. PHINEAS HEYWOOD, on the prem. 
oat or of Capt, ISAAC GLEASON, of Wattuam, Adminittrator on faid 
ate, . 
Worcefler, February 8th, 1783. 


fouth of the Meetinghoufe in faid' Worceiter, containing in the 





" For SALE, in Pablich Socerities, Comtimentel or State Notes, at the Carrent Price, 
_ LOCATION or TRACT of LAND, 


containing 3000 acres, lying on Connecticut River, in 
the State of Newhamphhire, in the Townthips of LYMAN 
and APTHORP, between the Lower and Upper COOS’, 2 
length of feven miles, and about a mile in breadth ; the greater 








a good fet of mills in the neighbou: hood, and 3 aumber of other fettlements ; alfo 
f<v eral lirge iflands in the river adjacent, — tothe belt interval Jands, a fine out~ 
let for feeding cattle the greateit partof 
ply te 
Col. JOSEPH WARD, at the LAND OFFICE, BOSTON, 
er to.the Printer in WorcESTER. 

February, 1783. 
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To be SOLD or LET, and entered upom in April next, 


A Valuable F AR M, with the Buildings 
thereon, in BROOK FIELD, in the county of Worcetter, 






ya, 32 


cepeae este) to Springficld, about a mile from the weft parith meeting houfe. 
Said Farm is efteemed one of the beft in faid town. » The terms 
; S& of payment will be made eafy to any perfon difpofed to purchafe 


jaid farm. By enquiring at THOMAS DAWES, jun. Eiq’s, - 


Office, in State Street, BOSTON, the price and further particulars may be known, 
February «5th, 1738. 


To be SOLD, and Poffeffion given the enfuing Spring, 





ed in the town of BROOKFIELD, now in the poffef- 
, hon of the (ubferiber, contains one hundred and twentvfive a- 
cres, under good improvement, well fenced, and has a mott va- 
; xs luable and neverfailing brook of water running through it, near 

vo the buildings exceedingly convenient fora Tanyard. Has on 
ate eames it a commodions dwelling houfe, and a convenient well finifhed 
barn, with a good orchard, and is fituated at the diftance of half a mile from the 


Meetinghoule. 


TERMS of SALE, viz. . 
One fourth part of the purchafe price to be paid the # of May 1788, and the ° 
remainder in three annual payments, with intereft, one third part of cach in neat . 
Cattle, at an appraifed value, if agreeable te the purchafer, . 
Brookfield, January, 17%%. 


FRANCIS FOXCRAFT, 


dower—Being a very valuable FARM, fituate about two miles" 


< ed eee part excellent good land, with confiderable interval, having two: 
ees coud FARMS on the premifes, that have -been feveral years 
under improvement, capable of fupporting two or three large families. There are 


feafon. For further information ap- 


beh containing 300 acres, fituated on the great poft road from Botton © 


VALUABLE FARM, pleafantly fituat- - 
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